October 24th, 2004

Hi Gavin

Hope you are OK and not worried about the cold. Leonie wrote a not and in it said that Boston is very cold. But given that winter is yet to really arrive, I guess it will be getting much colder. Perhaps you could try some skiing or snowboarding. Have you begun your Chinese studies? Also, to prepare your mind for going to university, it is probably a good idea to get lots of reading done. This could be just about any kinds of reading. 

As I mentioned last time, I am now keeping notes in my computer/digital diary. Saw an interesting programme on TV about the possible future dangers of this. In say 5 or 10 years, most of the current computer hardware will be obsolete and the new hardware may not be able to read information stored on present-day storage systems. Can you remember those large floppy discs (about 5” square) we used about 10 years ago? It is almost impossible to find an old computer that can still read these discs. So, anyone who stored important information on such discs will probably not be able to access it. And the current small floppy discs may suffer the same fate; many Dell computers no longer include them. In East Germany, lots of (mainframe) magnetic tapes containing secrets and information about the regime are in storage but cannot be read as the hardware and software needed to do so has disappeared. And, by coincidence, another TV programme on photography talked about the same problem with digital cameras. They were recommending that backup film copies be made, as future computers may not be possible to access the digital photos. 

About a week ago, a Cathay Pacific 747, close to landing in HK, was flying for several minutes not under control by either pilots or auto-pilot. A wind shear alarm had gone off, and it seems that the auto-pilot switched off at the same time without the pilots hearing the signal. A newspaper report says that the plane veered off course towards the mountains (which, of course, Cathay denies). 

A new KCR station has opened in Tsim Sha Tsui. So, it is now possible to go all the way from TST to the NT. When I first came to HK, the old KCR terminus was in TST where the Cultural Centre is now; all that remains of this is the clock tower. 

France is having a “France in China year.” I mentioned last time about the French president going to China. He also came to HK for a day. The French aerobatics team also came to HK. They put on a show off Repulse Bay. There was some air pollution but not enough to cancel the show, as happened in Beijing. About 10 000 people turned up at vantage spots in the area to watch. 
More HK tourists killed in a bus crash -- this time in Taiwan. A bus skidded off a wet downhill road and crashed down a bank. It appears that the driver was not only driving fast but was several time over the legal alcohol limit and was having an argument on a walkie-talkie at the same time!! 

In Indonesia, the first democratically elected president was sworn in. 
Another explosion at a coal mine in China killing many workers. China has an appalling safety record in its coal mines, with about 7000 miners being killed every year! With the need to get enough energy, most of which comes from coal, the government seems to ‘turn a blind eye’ to the lack of safety measures and the lack of training miners receive. But this figure pales in comparison to the road toll. About 150 000 people a year are killed on roads in China!! 

In HK, Friday was the Chung Yuen (autumn grave-sweeping) holiday. A number of large hill fires both on the Friday and also yesterday! Seems as though a lot of the countryside will be black when I start hiking again. This past week, I did just swimming. Swam 8 km, which is the same as 1 mile a day. 
That’s about it for now. 

Cheers
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